
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
284 STATE STREET, 41 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0411 
Tel: 207-287-5261 Fax: 207-287-6395 

 

APPLICATION TO TAKE ALEWIVES IN THE STATE OF MAINE 
 
         Individual Fee:  $44.00 _______              Crew Fee: $102.00 _______ 
 
Applicant Name_______________________________________  Date of Birth _________________ 
                                   First                       Middle                     Last                                                      (Month/Day/Year) 
Address              ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town                   ________________________________State___________ Zip Code ___________ 
 
Daytime Phone  (____) ________________________ 

 
List of Crew Members (only if crew permit): 

 
Name _____________________________________ Town __________________________________ 
 
Name _____________________________________ Town __________________________________ 
 
Gear to be used:          Trap Net ________     Dip Net ___________  Spear_________ 
 
THIS PERMIT IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:
 

1. All unattended gear shall be clearly labeled with permittee’s name and address. 
2. Species not covered by this permit shall be released immediately upon tending of gear. 
3. Any permit granted under Title 12 Sec. 6131 (Department of Marine Resources) must be conducted in 

accordance with the Dept. of Marine Resources’ approved harvesting plan. 
4. See additional trapnet conditions on reverse side of this permit. 
5. Only four water bodies may be listed on each permit.  (The area between dams on a river is  considered a single 

water body) 
6. This permit does not give the permittee the right to use fishing gear on private property against the wishes of 

the property owner.  Portions of the Penobscot River and submerged lands surrounding islands in the river are 
part of the Penobscot Indian Nation Reservation, and portions of the St. Croix drainage include portions of the 
Passamaquoddy Reservation.  You should receive permission from tribal authorities and/or appropriate 
landowner(s) prior to using any gear. 

 
Waterbody                  Town   County 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Trap net Definition and conditions for operation    (on reverse side)                                             (Effective 2006) 
 



 
 
 

TRAP NET DEFINITION AND CONDITIONS FOR OPERATION 
 

 For the purpose of this definition a “trap net” means a funnel-shaped net designed to 
intercept and retain fish in a confined space. 
 

1. A trap net may have a box, or area of confinement, no larger than 100 cubic feet. 
 
2. Netting used in construction of a trap net may be no larger than  3/8 inch bar mesh (3/4 

inch stretch mesh).  Each trap net will be equipped with one or more escape panels with 
larger openings designed to allow the escapement of fish smaller than six inches (6”) in 
length.  These escape panels shall not exceed more than 1 square foot in total area. 
 

3. No more than two trap nets may be placed in a single water body under this permit. 
 

4. All trap nets shall be clearly marked with one, or more, buoys and the owner’s name and 
address shall be clearly placed on at least one of those buoys. 
 

5. Season:  Trap nets shall not be immersed prior to April 1 and must be removed by 
Friday prior to Memorial Day weekend. 

 
6. All trap nets shall be tended at least every other day and all non-target fish or animals  

must be released, unharmed back into the water from where they came. 
 

7. Trap nets must be fixed gear and may not be placed in a river, stream or brook in such a 
manner so as to block, or obstruct, more than 1/3 of the wetted width of the stream 
channel.  Trap nets must be a minimum of 50 feet apart. 

 
8. Trap nets, or any portion of these nets, may not be placed within 150 feet of any dam.  

They also shall not be placed so as to obstruct boat launch areas, boating channels, 
swimming areas, or other areas used by recreationists. 

 
9. Any unwanted dead fish must be immediately removed from the area and disposed of in 

a legal, safe, sanitary manner. 
 

10. It is illegal to transport aquatic plants or fragments of aquatic plants.  Permittees must 
remove plants or plant fragments from all nets and gear before leaving the waterbody  

 
 
 
* Additional Conditions:  No alewives shall be harvested (and nets should be closed to avoid capture 
of alewives) between 6:00 am Thursday and 6:00 am Sunday.   Applicant will provide catch data 
when requested by Department of Marine Resources. 
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